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Circular  No.  373. 

EXTENSION  OF  PUBLIC  SURVEYS  IN  ALASKA — HOMESTEAD 

PROOFS. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  January  12,  1915. 

Registers  and  Receivers, 

United  States  Land  Offices, 

Juneau,  Nome,  and  Fairbanks,  Alaska. 
Sirs:  Where  the  public  surveys  of  the  United  States  have  been 
extended  over  a  township  in  Alaska  in  which  a  homestead  claim  has 
theretofore  been  located  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1903  (32  Stat., 
1028),  or  where  it  is  initiated  after  such  extension,  then  the  provision 
of  the  act  that  patent  shall  issue  "under  tbe  procedure  in  the  obtain- 
ing of  patents  to  the  unsurveyed  lands  of  the  United  States,  as  pro- 
vided for  by  section  10"  of  the  act  of  May  14,  1898  (30  Stat.,  409), 
has  no  application;  for  its  effect  is  limited  to  cases  in  which  the  settler 
submits  proof  (by  way  of  commutation  or  otherwise)  before  the  inclu- 
sion of  his  claim  in  the  public  survey  system. 

2.  Unless  a  special  survey  of  his  claim  shall  have  been  already 
approved,  the  settler  must  file  an  application  for  homestead  entry 
thereof,  as  provided  by  section  2289,  United  States  Revised  Stat- 
utes, same  being  conformed  to  legal  subdivisions,  including  his  set- 
tlement so  far  as  practicable.  Publication  and  posting  of  notice  of 
his  intention  to  submit  proof  on  the  entry  shall  be  made  after  its 
allowance  by  the  local  officers,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act 
of  March  3,  1879  (20  Stat.,  472) ;  and  the  proof  will  be  submitted,  as 
provided  by  the  laws  and  regulations  applicable  to  homestead 
entries  in  the  public-land  States,  due  regard  being  had  to  section  7 
of  the  act  of  March  2,  1889  (25  Stat.,  854),  amendatory  of  the  act 
last  mentioned.  Provided  proper  compliance  with  the  law  is  shown, 
no  adverse  claim  appears  on  the  local  records,  and  all  sums  due  are 
paid,  the  register  will  issue  final  certificate  on  the  entry. 

3.  Such  an  entry  may  be  contested  or  protested  and  proceedings 
had  thereunder  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  appli- 
cable to  similar  entries  in  the  public-land  States.  The  questions 
involved  will  not  be  litigated  in  the  courts,  but  in  the  Land  Depart- 
ment under  the  general  rules  of  practice. 

4.  Proof  on  a  homestead  entry  must  be  submitted  within  the 
land  district  in  which  it  is  situated;  but,  subject  to  that  condition, 
the  extension  of  the  system  of  surveys  does  not  preclude  the  taking 
thereof,  and  the  execution  of  all  other  papers  in  connection  with  the 
entry,  before  any  of  the  officers  indicated  in  section  10  of  the  act  of 
May  14,  1898. 

Very  respectfully, 

Clay  Tallman, 

Commissioner. 

Approved : 

Andrieus  A.  Jones, 

First  Assistant  Secretary. 
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